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SURJECT: Chemie
Test §

|

On Jenuary B, 1953, the National Academy of Sciences
Institute of Medieine published a report titled "Veterans at
Risk: The Kealth Effects of Mustard Gas and lewisite." Based on
the findings of the report, Conaressicnel inquiries, and reguests
from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, I am releasing any
individuals who participated in testing, production,
transportation or storage associated with any chemical weapons
research conducted prior to 1968 from zny non-disclosure
restricticns or written or oral proh1b11ions {e.q., caths of
secrecy) that may have been plsced on them concerning their
possible exposure to any chemical weapons agents. I am also
declaseifying documents for all chemica: weapons research studies
conducted prior to 1968, with respect to the issues of personnel
hdalth and safety as specified below:

[ :

! a, The location of each U. 5. chenical weapons research
program (chamber, field and patch) which used human subjects,
the type of chemical(s) tested {e.g., sulfur or nitrogen
mostard), and the start and finish date: of each test including
preliminary research; |

‘ b. Identification of each militery un;t stationed at each
research site during the testing perioc, and the name, service or
social gecurity number, and mnlitary urit of each individual
known to have particlpated in a chem:icsl uelapons research or
testing program (chamber, field, and pateh): and
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c. The location of all facilities at!which individual:

articipated in the production, transportation or storage
these chemieal agents to ineclude: the dzteg on which stnr
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the nnme. service or social securitv number.-lnd militarv unit of
each service member known to have narticipateﬂ in production,
transportation, or storage of these chemical agents.

Secretarjes of the Military Departments are tasked with the
following actions: %

a. Initiate procedures to fully ccoperate in locating and
providing the above specified informaticn.| Please ensure that
tﬂe information is provided in such a way ms to maintain the
inteqrztv of our records aznd meet Privacy Act requirements.

+ b, Inltiate procedurgs to declassify documents with respect
to the issues listed above for chemical weapons research studies
conducted after 1968, including studies performed in support of
other Federal sgencies; and, release participents from any-
non—disclosure restrictions (e.g. caths of secrecy) that may heve
been placed on them concerning their possible exposure to any
chemical weapons agents during testing, preduction, cor
transportation of such chemicals. If there are any reasons that’
would prevent declassificatien of this material, those reasons
should be provided to the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force
Management angd Personnel) (ASDI{FMEP)), 1n writing,

:  Information on the Jocation, chemicals tested, and dates of
each chemical weapons research program should be provided
immediately. Personnel information should be provided to the
ASD(FMsP) by July 31, 1983. Our goal 1s to provide information
to the Department of Veterans' Affairs: a5 5oon as possible,

I fully recognriize that some of this 1nformation may not be
readily avallable. 1 expect B8 comprehensive search, however, to
ensure that our current and former members recelve the assistance
and support to which they are entitled, I am directing the
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Management and Personnel)
to establish a task force to monitor the status of these actions.

By March 31, Secretaries of the Military Departments should
designate polnts of contact to Ms. Norma St Claire, OASD(FM&P), " 3
(7p3) 695-8710. [ :
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