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13 Washi ngton, D.C.

14 Friday, June 3, 2011

15 Deposition of WLLIAM F. BLAZI NSKI, a

16 wi tness herein, called for exam nation by counsel for
17 Def endants in the above-entitled matter, pursuant to
18 notice, the witness being duly sworn by ANDREA P.

19 HUSTON, a Notary Public in and for the District of

20 Col unmbi a, taken at the offices of the Departnent of
21 Justice Federal Progranms Branch, 20 Massachusetts

22 Avenue, N.W, Washington, D.C. at 8:26 a.m, Friday,
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1 know. Just to refresh nyself of a lot of the things.
2 Q. And what did you have back home?
3 VWhat | have back honme basically is what |
4 request ed under the FO A request.
5 Q | see. And the FOA is the Freedom of
6 I nformati on Act?
7 A That's correct.
8 Q. | see. When did you nake your FO A
9 request ?
10 A. | don't recall. It was a while ago.
11 Q Was it nore than ten years ago?
12 A. Pr obabl y.
13 Q Okay. Was it nore than 20 years ago?
14 A | don't know.
15 Q So it would be sonetinme between 2001 and
16 1991; is that fair to say?
17 A. Possi bly, yes.
18 Q. Okay. And what did you request in your
19 FO A request?
20 A. What | requested was exactly what was on
21 the -- what | requested was the test that | was --
22 that | took while | was there, plus any information
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1 about what was actually adm nistered to ne.

2 Q. And did you receive information from your
3 FO A request?

4 A Yes, | did.

5 Q And did you receive information about the
6 tests that you took while you were at Edgewood?

7 A. Yes.

8 Q. Okay. And was that FO A request directed
9 to a particul ar federal agency?

10 A | don't recall

11 Q Okay. Did you prepare the FO A request
12 yoursel f?

13 A Yes, | did.

14 Q. Okay. Did you receive through that FO A
15 request your service file? Do you know?

16 A. What do you nmean by ny service file?

17 Q You were in the mlitary at one point in
18 time, correct?

19 A. Yes.
20 Q. And do you understand that by being
21 mlitary, the mlitary has a service file on you? A

22 file that contains your date of entry?
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1 A. Ri ght.

2 Q. Okay. Do you know whether in the context
3 of your FO A request you received your service file?
4 A. | don't believe so. | think they just

5 gave nme what | asked for, what | was adm nistered at
6 Edgewood Hospital .

7 Q Okay. And beyond | ooking at the docunents

8 you received from FO A, the FO A request, did you

9 | ook at any other docunents?

10 A What ever was in the -- in the file.

11 Q The file -- what does that refer to?

12 A That refers to what Chuck and | | ooked at

13 yest erday.

14 Q. Oh, | see, what counsel provided to you to
15 revi ew?

16 A Yes.

17 Q | see. Did any of the docunents that

18 M. Patterson provided to you refresh your

19 recol l ection about any of the events that took place

20 back at Edgewood?

21 A. No. No. No.
22 Q. Okay. Have you reviewed any deposition
Page 12
Alderson Reporting Company

1-800-FOR-DEPO



Case4:09-cv-00037-CW Document409-5 Filed04/10/12 Page7 of 39

William Blazinsi June 3, 2011
Washington, DC
1 records received -- there's a Y. Do you see that?
2 It's about half way down the page. It says "mlitary
3 records received.” And then there are two

4 subcat egori es, and one of themis Edgewood records
5 received: Y. Do you see that?

6 A Yes.

7 Q I's it your understandi ng that means you

8 did receive your Edgewood records?

9 A Yes.

10 Q And that's --

11 A Probably fromthe FO A request, | would
12 i magi ne.

13 Q | see. So, it's accurate to say that you

14 did receive your Edgewood records as a result of a
15 FO A request?

16 A Correct.

17 Q Okay. And under prom sed nedals, there is

18 an N. Do you have any understandi ng what that nmeans?

19 A. No, | don't.
20 Q. Okay.
21 A. Unless it refers to ny tinme at Edgewood

22 Ar senal .
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1 Q And it says "Yes." Is that accurate that
2 you were contacted by the National Acadeny of

3 Sciences in the 1980's?

4 A Yes.

5 Q Tell me everything you can recall about

6 t hat contact.

7 A. They asked me to participate in a survey.
8 Q. And what -- did they explain to you what
9 the nature of that survey was?

10 A. Just that -- well, | can't recall exactly
11 what they -- what it was -- | know it was related to
12 Edgewood Arsenal .

13 Q So, when NAS contacted you back in the

14 1980's, they told you that the survey they wanted you
15 to participate in involved the chem cal testing at
16 Edgewood Arsenal ?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. | see. Do you know how they were able to
19 contact you?
20 A | don't recall. |'mnot sure whether it
21 was by phone or written comruni cations.

22 Q. And did you indeed agree to participate in
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1 that survey?

2 A. Yes.
3 Q VWhat do you recall about that survey?
4 A. Wel |, they asked about mny experiences

5 there and what tests | participated in.
6 Q. And at that tinme in the 1980's during the
7 NAS survey, were you aware of what tests you had

8 participated in?

9 A Well, yeah, | renmenbered what tests | took
10 t here.
11 Q Because did you know at the time of the

12 testing at Edgewood what you were being tested with?

13 A No, not specifically.

14 Q. Okay. |In general?

15 A | didn't know about the nanme of the

16 chem cal s that appear here. | knew it was going to

17 be sonme form of tear gas.
18 Q. So, you were told prior to the testing
19 that you were going to be tested with sonme form of

20 tear gas?

21 A. Yes.
22 Q. | see. And with respect to the specifics
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1 of it being called CS, when did you learn that?

2 A. VWhen t hey expl ai ned what we woul d be
3 t aki ng.
4 Q. So, it was communicated to you prior to

5 the test that they were going to be using CS?
6 A. Correct.
7 Q | see. And so, you were able to

8 communi cate that information to NAS back in the

9 1980's --
10 A. Yes.
11 Q -- that you had been tested with CS,

12 correct?

13 A. Correct.

14 Q. What about your know edge about the use of
15 Scopol am ne? Were you told that Scopol am ne woul d be
16 used on you prior to the testing?

17 A They didn't nention the drugs that were

18 adm ni stered at the tine.

19 Q Now, you say they didn't tell you the

20 drugs adm ni stered at the tinme. | thought your

21 testinony was that you were told prior to the test

22 t hat they were using CS on you?
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1 that you were involved in?

2 A Not until | received the information from
3 my FO A request.

4 Q. And the sanme thing is true for the

5 physosti gme?

6 A Correct.
7 Q Physosti gme?
8 A What ever it's called. Yeah.
9 Q l"mgoing to trip over that all week.
10 MR. PATTERSON: You won't be the only one.

11 BY MR. GARDNER"

12 Q Let me show you a document. This will be
13 mar ked as 162.

14 (Exhi bit No. 162 was

15 mar ked for identification.)

16 BY MR. GARDNER:

17 Q M. Blazinski, | have handed you what has
18 been marked as Exhibit 162 to your deposition. It's
19 entitled "Results of Arny Health Survey" on Institute
20 of Medicine |etterhead dated April 11, 2003, from
21 WIlliamF. Page, Ph.D., Study Director. And it has

22 got a Bates |evel of PLTF 002306.
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1 M . Blazinski, do you recognize this

2 docunent ?

3 A Yes.

4 Q. How do you recogni ze it?

5 A | received a copy of it.

6 Q. Okay. And what do you understand this

7 docunent is?

8 A. Results of the Arny Health Survey.

9 Q Okay. And if you go back to Exhibit 161,
10 you'll see that right after the "contacted by NAS,

11 1980's," there is an | OM 2000 and there is a mark

12 "yes" there. Do you see that?
13 A. Yeah. Yes, | do.
14 Q. And is it fair to say that that | OM 2000

15 study is what is identified in Exhibit 1627

16 MR. PATTERSON: That calls for

17 specul ati on. Object.

18 You can answer.

19 THE WTNESS: | don't know.

20 BY MR. GARDNER:

21 Q In any event, you did receive Exhibit 162

22 on or about April 11, 2003?
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1 A. | believe I did.
2 Q. Now, this indicates that in 2000, you were
3 invited to participate in a research study conducted

4 at the Medical Follow Up Agency of the Institute of
5 Medicine, to determ ne the health status of veterans
6 of your age, sonme of whom were volunteers in

7 experiments conducted by the Arny at the Aberdeen

8 Provi ng Ground, Edgewood, Maryl and, between 1955 and
9 1975. Do you see that? W' re tal king about --

10 A. Oh, the -- yes.

11 Q And were you in fact invited to

12 participate in this study referenced in Exhibit 1627

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. And did you in fact participate?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. What do you recall about that study?

17 A | don't have nmuch of a recollection of it,

18 ot her than they asked specific questions, and | can't
19 remenber exactly what they asked.

20 Q. Did they ask what you were tested with?
21 A They may have. | don't recall the

22 specifics of the questions.
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1 Q He lives in Maine. Has he nade a request

2 for VA benefits?

3 A. Yes.

4 Q. And your testinony is he was turned down
5 because he makes too nmuch noney? |'msorry, strike
6 that. That wasn't your testinmony. | don't want to

7 m scharacteri ze you.
8 What's the result of his application for

9 VA benefits?

10 A. He's getting disability.

11 Q He's getting disability?

12 A Yes.

13 Q Is he getting a disability because the VA

14 determ ned that his PTSD or skin cancers were

15 servi ce-connected to his tinme at Edgewood?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q Okay. So, that's an exanple of the VA
18 provi di ng conpensati on and recogni zi ng

19 servi ce-connect edness bet ween Edgewood Arsenal and

20 medi cal conditions?

21 A. Yeah. Yes.
22 Q. Okay. Now, of the various nedical
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1 conditions that we have di scussed today, have you

2 made a claimfor VA benefits for any of then?

3 A Yes.

4 Q Whi ch ones?

5 A Leukem a and colitis.

6 Q. And why haven't you nade a claimfor VA

7 benefits for the other conditions that you and | have
8 di scussed today?

9 A Didn't think of it at the tine.

10 Q. And when you say "at the tinme," you nean
11 at the time you filed your application for VA

12 benefits?

13 A. Correct.

14 Q. And have you subsequently considered

15 filing additional clainms for VA benefits based upon

16 t he other nedical conditions you and | have discussed

17 t oday?
18 A. No.
19 Q Vhy not ?
20 A. | hadn't thought of it.
21 Q Okay.
22 MR. PATTERSON: But now that you do.
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1 Q You' re not a nenmber of Vietnam Veterans of
2 America?

3 A. No.

4 Q. And just out of curiosity, why have you

5 never decided to join Vietnam Veterans of Anerica?

6 A. |"mnot a Vietnam veteran. | just served
7 in the era.
8 Q. Fair enough. Have you ever contacted an

9 organi zation called Swords to Pl owshares?
10 A No.
11 Q Are you aware of an organization called

12 Swords to Pl owshares?

13 A. Yeah, because they're on all the docunent.
14 | don't have a clue what they do.
15 Q | do. But beyond their nane on different

16 docunments in the lawsuit, you don't know what Swords

17 to Pl owshares is?

18 A No.
19 Q Okay. Fair enough.
20 MR. GARDNER: Now, this is previously

21 mar ked Exhi bit 151.

22 BY MR. GARDNER:
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1 A. No.
2 Q. Okay. Where did it take place?
3 A It was a | aboratory.
4 Q. What do you recall, if anything, about

5 that day of the first test?

6 A. Well, they called us in, and they

7 expl ained to us why they were doing the test. And

8 the reason they told us at the time is that they were
9 putting tear gas in the tunnels in Vietnam know ng
10 t here were people down there, and nobody was coni ng
11 out .

12 We were told that our test -- what they
13 woul d be doing is be mxing different dosages of gas
14 to air, and they wanted to see how | ong we could

15 stand it. They said stay in there as long as you

16 can. After ten mnutes, if you're still in there,
17 we're going to cone in there and get you out anyway.
18 And then a team of doctors and psychiatrists woul d
19 ask us different questions and give us a physical, |
20 guess, whatever they did, took our blood pressure,
21 pul se and thi ngs.

22 Q. So, you recall there being doctors on site

Page 78

Alderson Reporting Company
1-800-FOR-DEPO



Case4:09-cv-00037-CW Document409-5 Filed04/10/12 Pagel8 of 39

William Blazinski June 3, 2011
Washington, DC

1 whil e you were being tested?

2 A. Yes.

3 Q And you said psychiatrists al so?

4 A. Uh- huh.

5 Q And did those doctors in fact exam ne you

6 after your first test with CS or tear gas?

7 A. Yes.

8 Q. | see. And do you recall at the tine

9 experiencing any adverse health effects after your
10 first test with CS?

11 A. Well, the normal things with CS. | nean

12  your eyes tear, your nose runs, and your throat was

13 sore. Your skinis -- like burns, as well as your
14 t hr oat .
15 Q Now, were you able to stay in there all

16 ten m nutes?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. And this procedure that you nmentioned
19 during your first test, was that the same process
20 t hat occurred during the second and third time you
21 were tested with tear gas?

22 A No.
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1 pul l ed out, did you see them receiving nedical

2 treatnment ?

3 A. | don't recall. | couldn't really see for
4 about 40 m nutes.

5 Q Fair statement. Fair statenent.

6 Now, explain to ne, then, how the second
7 and third tinme you were tested with CS or tear gas

8 differed fromthat first exposure?

9 A. | was the only person taking the gas.

10 Q. | see. | see. So, the second tinme you

11 were the only one in the chanber?

12 A Actually, it wasn't even in the chanber.
13 It was some -- | stuck ny head up into it like --
14 | ooked |Iike an air conditioning duct, and there were

15 wi ndows on both sides, and it hit me again. And I

16 stayed in there for -- or had ny head up there for
17 ten mnutes. And the third round, |I'mnot sure. It
18 wasn't the same place. It wasn't really -- | can't

19 remenber the third one, but | don't renmenber sticking

20 my head up into like that air conditioning duct.

21 Q Yeah. Before you stuck your head into
22 that -- I'1l call it a vent --
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1 A Okay. Yeah.
2 Q. -- for lack of better word -- during that

3 second test, were you informed that they were going

4 to adm ni ster tear gas --

5 A. Yes.

6 Q. -- through that?

7 A. Yes.

8 Q. Okay. And were there physicians on site

9 whil e that second test was being adm ni stered?

10 A Yes.

11 Q And did those physicians treat you or

12 exam ne you after that second test?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. Were you told during the third test --
15 know you said you don't exactly renmenber how it was
16 adm ni stered --

17 A. Ri ght.

18 Q. -- but were you told during that third --
19 before that third test that they were going to

20 adm ni ster tear gas?

21 A. Yes.
22 Q. And were there doctors on site during that
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1 third test?
2 A. Yes.
3 Q And did they provide you with treatnment

4 after your third test?

5 A. Yes.
6 Q. Okay. Of the record.
7 (Recess is taken at 9:39 a.m until

8 9:45 a.m )

9 BY MR, GARDNER:

10 Q. Al right. M. Blazinski, we're back on
11 the record. Did you have any substantive

12 conversations about your testinony during the break?
13 A. No.

14 Q. Okay. Let's go back, M. Blazinski, to
15 that first test with CS or tear gas. After that test
16 was conmpl eted and you were checked out by a nedical
17 doctor, what happened next on that day of the exam --

18 or day of the test?

19 A. They asked me a | ot of questions.
20 Q Okay.
21 A Like why did | stay in there so |ong?
22 Q Yes.
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1 couldn't pull it out until you got to the end, and so
2 many hits were your baseline scores, okay?

3 And the norning of the test, they brought
4 us to -- actually they were |ike padded cells. The

5 floors were padded, the walls were padded. There

6 were m crophones hangi ng down and caneras in the

7 corner. Each -- there were three guys, including

8 mysel f, that were participating in this test.

9 We had to get our -- take our dog tags

10 off. We were told that some guys on the effects of
11 the drugs try to eat their dog tags. Okay? They

12 gave us pajamas to wear. The top snapped all the way
13 up, | renmenber.

14 5 of 8:00 in the norning, they gave us one
15 of the drugs or the antidote. |'m not sure which one
16 it was. But 5 of 8:00 they gave us a shot of

17 sonet hing. 8:00 they gave us another shot. Each

18 partici pant had their own nmedic and their own nurse
19 and a team of doctors and psychiatrists adm ni stered
20 tests throughout the day. They observed us and

21 everything el se.

22 Well, the nurse was with ne, took my bl ood
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1 He said, "I guess you're feeling it already, right?"
2 And | said, "Yeah, | guess | am"
3 And then they took me for tests. Math

4 tests, mechanical tests. Went through this little

5 course and, | guess, eye tests and various things

6 like that. Parts of that | remenber; parts of it |

7 don't have a clue what happened.

8 | renmenmber ny eyesight failing. And | had

9 to wear really, really thick glasses. VWhen | put ny

10 hand out in front of me, | couldn't distinguish ny
11 fingers. It looked |like a web hand. For |unch, we
12 got peas, of all things, and it |ooked just |like a
13 green mass. | couldn't feed nyself. | had to be
14 fed. | was -- | guess | was out of it, you know.
15 Q How | ong did those side effects last?

16 A. | guess through the day and into the

17 night. And -- well, the side effects -- ny eyesight
18 didn't come back right away. | was held over in the
19 hospital a couple of extra days until my sight canme
20 back to normal .

21 Q So, you were actually put in the hospital

22 whi |l e at Edgewood?
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1 A. Yeah, and | think it was part of the whole
2 facility there. |I'mnot sure. | renmenber being in a

3 hospi tal bed, yeah.

4 Q Sure. And there were nedical doctors that
5 were treating you during that tinme?

6 A. Seemed |ike they were just waiting for ny

7 eyes to get back together at that point in tine. You
8 know. Again -- | nmean, they took -- every day again

9 we had to give a urine sanple and bl ood speci nen,

10 like that. And they gave us -- when | finally was
11 released -- | guess it was at the hospital there or
12 what ever -- they gave ne sonething to wear on ny arm
13 It said in case of enmergency said call Edgewood

14 Arsenal immediately, and it had a phone nunber on it.
15 Q Did you ever have a need to call that

16 nunber ?

17 A. No. | had to wear it for 30 or 60 days.
18 Q. Was that 30 or 60 of days once you |l eft

19 Edgewood Arsenal ?

20 A. No, fromthe point I was released fromthe
21 -- fromthe hospital.
22 Q. | see. So, you're released fromthe
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1 hospital, and at that point, you presumably go back
2 to your barracks?

3 A Yes.

4 Q. | see. And you have a bracelet on you
5 that essentially says that if you feel any sort of

6 medi cal disconfiture call the doctors?

7 A. | think it was for sonebody el se.

8 Q. Sonebody el se? What do you nean?
9 A So they would know to call Edgewood
10 Arsenal. | nean --

11 Q | see.

12 A | wouldn't be able to call Edgewood

13 Arsenal .

14 Q. | see.

15 A. And everybody, to ny know edge, who went
16 t hrough those tests |like | did had to wear these

17 bracelet like that. And also we had a | ot of holes
18 in our arms because every day there was a new bl ood
19 sanpl e that we had to provide.

20 Q. Yeah. So, as | understand it, you had

21 menti oned you were going to be within the first group

22 of people who were going to be exposed to this
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1 Q Okay. When was the last time you' ve seen
2 this docunent?

3 A Yest er day.

4 Q. Okay. It says, "The nature of the

5 proposed experinmental procedure has been personally

6 expl ai ned to the undersigned volunteer, and he agrees
7 to participate as a volunteer."

8 Do you recall signing this before you took
9 one of the tests?

10 A. We had to sign sonmething every time we

11 took a test.

12 Q. Okay. And to the best of your know edge
13 was it accurate that the nature of the proposed

14 experi mental procedure was personally explained to

15 you before the test?

16 A. Yeah, in every -- in every case they gave
17 sone expl anation of why they were doing a test, and
18 what the effects would be on us.

19 Q Okay. Now, if we go back to the initia
20 di scl osure docunent, we're going to keep junping back
21 and forth to that, Exhibit 151. Have | exhausted the

22 know edge you have about the use of consent fornms,
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1 Q Got it. It's fair to say that everyone's
2 experi ence at Edgewood woul d necessarily be unique,
3 correct?

4 A Yes.

5 Q Okay. Now, M. Blazinski, at any tinme

6 whil e you were at Edgewood, did anyone adm nister to
7 you what I'Il call a secrecy oath?

8 A. We were told right up front that this was
9 top secret. We weren't to discuss this with anyone,
10 any tests that were taken there, anything about the
11 program

12 Q. And that was told to you before you began
13 your participation in the experinments?

14 A Yes.

15 Q | see. And do you recall by any chance

16 who told you that?

17 A. | think it was part of the presentation at
18 Fort Sill.

19 Q | see. So, during that initial

20 presentation at Fort Sill, you were instructed that

21 the testing program at Edgewood was top secret?

22 A. | believe so.
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1 Q Okay.

2 A. | -- you know, | mean we were told that

3 time and time again, especially while we were there,
4 you know?

5 Q Do you have any recollection beyond that

6 initial presentation at Fort Sill that the Edgewood
7 program was top secret? Do you have any ot her

8 recol l ections of any secrecy oaths or any

9 I nstructions that you were not to disclose any
10 i nformati on about Edgewood?
11 A. Well, just when they brought us in to tell

12 us about the testing that we would be participating
13 in like that, we had to go in a closed roomwth

14 armed guards out front; then they told us. And they
15 told us this is top secret and you can't say a word.
16 Q Got it.

17 A And | guess they did that with each and
18 every test.

19 Q Got it. So, in each of the five tests

20 that you were a participant in, you were told that
21 the tests were top secret?

22 A. Yes.
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1 sort of secrecy agreenent?
2 A. Again, | may have. As you can see, they

3 had us signing everything. Nornmally, when the Arny

4 has you sign sonmething, it's sign it all, you can
5 read it later or whatever, |ike that, you know.
6 Q. | mean | will represent to you | have not

7 been able to find any sort of secrecy document in

8 your files. And | take it your testinony is you just
9 don't recall one way or the other --

10 A. Ri ght .

11 Q Okay. So, it's possible you did, and it's

12 possi bl e that you didn't?

13 A Right. | don't recall.
14 Q. Just don't know. Okay. Fair enough.
15 Did there cone a tinme when you ultimtely

16 felt confortable discussing your time at Edgewood

17 after you had left?

18 A. Yeah, | guess | did.

19 Q And what changed? What happened, just the
20 course of tine?

21 A. Well, sonmething -- the National Institute

22 of Health or whatever, Medicine, whatever |ike that,
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1 when | did those surveys with themlike that --

2 Q Yeah.
3 A -- and got copies of the results --
4 Q. Sure.
5 A. -- | nmean sonebody was | ooking into

6 sonet hing there. And, again, all those findings

7 didn't nean anything to ne.

8 Q Yeah.

9 A | had no idea what they were tal king

10 about .

11 Q Yeah. | take it today, you don't feel

12 inhibited in any way from shari ng what you know about

13 Edgewood, correct?

14 A Correct.

15 Q Okay.

16 l"mtrying to actually cut through a few
17 t hi ngs.

18 A Good. Yes.

19 Q | do have one question for you: Have you

20 ever seen the Departnment of the Arnmy or the
21 Departnment of Defense's chem cal and bi ol ogi cal

22 exposure web site?
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1 notice and followup nmedical care to test subjects.

2 Do you see that? That's in your initial disclosures.
3 A Yes.

4 Q. What know edge do you have about the

5 provi sion of notice? |If any? Maybe you don't.

6 A | don't.

7 Q Okay. Fair enough. Do you have any

8 know edge about followup medical care to test

9 subj ect s?

10 A. No.

11 Q Okay.

12 (Exhi bit No. 166 was

13 mar ked for identification.)

14 BY MR. GARDNER:

15 Q M. Blazinski, | have handed you a

16 docunment that's marked as Exhibit 166 to your

17 deposition. It's a docunent Bates-|abeled PLTF

18 002214 fromthe Departnment of Arnmy, United States

19 Arny Medical Research Institute of Chem cal Defense,
20 dated March 31, 1992, addressed to you from Robert E.
21 Foster, Chief Research Operation Division.

22 M. Blazinski, do you recognize this

Page 107

Alderson Reporting Company
1-800-FOR-DEPO



Case4:09-cv-00037-CW Document409-5 Filed04/10/12 Page32 of 39

William Blazinsi June 3, 2011
Washington, DC
1 docunent ?
2 A. Yes.
3 Q Is this a docunment you woul d have received

4 back in March of 19927

5 A. Yes.

6 Q. Okay.

7 A. This was in response to my FO A request.
8 Q. | see. And when was the last tine you' ve

9 seen this docunent?

10 A. Before | left hone, yesterday probably.

11 Q Okay. Okay. So, this letter from

12 March 31, 1992, reflects the disclosure to you of the
13 docunents you requested under FO A, correct?

14 A Correct.

15 Q And this indicates that you are notified

16 that the gas that you referred to was CS,

17 chl orobenzyl i dene mal ononitrile, I will give you
18 that, which was and still is the chem cal used for
19 riot control and is commonly known as tear gas. It

20 says pages 35 through 42 are the records of your
21 exposure to this chem cal, and then it also goes on

22 to describe the purpose of the test; is that correct?
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1 A. They're tal king about the purpose of the
2 el ectrical stinulation.

3 Q Yes, so the purpose of the electrical

4 stimul ation.

5 A. That's the first time that | heard there
6 was certain drugs involved.

7 Q Ans the first time being in 1992; is that

8 correct?

9 A. Yes.
10 Q. What pronpted you back in -- | assunme the
11 1992 timefranme -- to request your records? What was

12 the inpetus for that?

13 A. | don't know. | don't recall. | always
14 wanted to find out exactly what | was given.

15 Q And so, this letter says that the Arny has
16 provi ded you with your nedical records. |s that what
17 in fact the Arny did?

18 A. | don't think I have ny medical records.
19 They had the records from Edgewood Arsenal.

20 Q. Okay. So, your Edgewood Arsenal records
21 were provided to you?

22 A. Yes.

Page 109

Alderson Reporting Company
1-800-FOR-DEPO



Case4:09-cv-00037-CW Document409-5 Filed04/10/12 Page34 of 39

William Blazinski June 3, 2011
Washington, DC

1 Q And those reflected your participation in
2 the testing involving CS?

3 A. And the other drugs, also.

4 Q. Okay. So, all the drugs that you were

5 tested with were reflected in those Edgewood records

6 that were transmtted to you back in 1992?

7 A Yes. Actually, it was this cover letter
8 which really explained what | -- | was provided.
9 Q Fair enough. And this is the letter, by

10 the way, that indicates that you were part of that

11 control group with respect to the electrical

12 stinmulation, correct?

13 A Well, it states in here that there was an
14 i ndi cation that you were in a control group in which
15 no drugs were applied.

16 Q. And, again, you have no basis sitting here

17 today to think that statement is inaccurate, do you?

18 A. That's not a very definitive statement.

19 Q Yeah.

20 A So, it could be inaccurate.

21 Q But my question is, do you personally know

22 whet her that's accurate or not?
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1 A. | don't know.
2 Q. Okay. That's fair enough. Now, one

3 question | have for you is, were you ever notified by
4 t he VA about your participation in the Edgewood

5 testing progranf

6 A Not that | recall.

7 Q Okay. Let me show you a docunent here.

8 have a few questions about it.

9 (Exhi bit No. 167 was

10 mar ked for identification.)

11 BY MR, GARDNER:

12 Q M. Blazinski, |'ve handed you what has

13 been marked as Exhibit 167 to your deposition. It

14 begins with Bates | abel VET019-005176, and the first

15 few pages are called Fact Sheet, Deploynment Health

16 Support Directorate. And the second two pages, which
17 begin with Bates begi nning 5178, says, Frequently

18 Asked Questions, Edgewood Arsenal Chem cal Agent

19 Exposure Studies, 1955 to 1975. M. Bl azinski, have

20 you seen these two docunents before?

21 A. Yes.
22 Q. And when have you seen them before?
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1 A. Yest er day.
2 Q. Have you seen them before yesterday?
3 A | don't recall.
4 Q. "1l represent to you, M. Blazinski, that
5 | actually found these in your files. But | don't

6 see a cover letter from VA that acconpani es nost of
7 the fact sheets and the frequently asked questi ons.
8 The reason | give you that preface is | was curious
9 i f you knew how you cane into possession of the two

10 docunents that are marked as Exhibit 1677

11 A. No, | don't recall.
12 Q. Okay. Do you recall, though, that at sone
13 point in time, prior to your, | presune, discussions

14 with counsel yesterday, that you did come in fact
15 i nto possession of Exhibit 1677
16 A | | ooked at a lot of stuff, and there were

17 articles, newspaper articles.

18 Q. | see.

19 A. So -- and this could have been part of
20 t hat .

21 Q Okay. But sitting here today, you don't

22 know how you actually came into possession of
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1 Exhi bit 1677

2 A. No.

3 Q Okay. And just so | have a clear record,
4 you don't even know exactly if you in fact received
5 Exhi bit 1677

6 A | don't recall

7 Q Okay. When you |l ooked at it yesterday,

8 did it refresh your recollection that you had seen
9 t hese two docunents before?

10 A. No.

11 Q Okay. M. Blazinski, have you ever made a
12 claimfor benefits with the VA?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. Okay. Can you describe those

15 ci rcunst ances?

16 A. When | got ny two di agnoses of | eukem a
17 and colitis, I went to the VA, and | guess you have
18 to sign up and register, and I was refused because |
19 make too nmuch noney, like that. And then I filled
20 out forns for disability, which was subsequently

21 turned down because | couldn't prove that |I've had it

22 since 1968.
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1 reasons for your disability on 5521 is that you were
2 a nedi cal volunteer at Edgewood Arsenal in 1968 --
3 A Correct.
4 Q. -- Project 112. Do you see that?
5 A. Yes.
6 Q. What's Project 1127
7 A. | conme to find out I wasn't on Project
8 112.
9 Q Ch, okay.
10 A. | was in sonmething el se.
11 Q Okay.
12 A | was under the inpression | was. Both of
13 t hem had testing at Edgewood Arsenal --
14 Q. Okay.
15 A. -- and ot her pl aces.
16 Q. | see. | see. M. Blazinski, have you
17 ever made a claimfor medical care to the Departnment
18 of Defense?
19 A. No.
20 Q VWhy not ?
21 A. Didn't know you coul d.
22 Q Okay. Have you ever made a claimfor
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1 CERTI FI CATE OF DEPONENT
2 | hereby certify that | have read and

3 exam ned the foregoing transcript, and the sane is a
4 true and accurate record of the testinony given by

5 me. Any additions or corrections that | feel are

6 necessary, | will attach on a separate piece of paper

7 to the original transcript.

8

9

10 Signature of the Wtness

11

12 CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY PUBLI C

13 | hereby certify that the individual

14 representing hinmself/herself to be the above-naned

15 i ndi vi dual , appeared before ne this day of

e , 2011, and executed the above certificate
17 I n my presence.

18

19

20 Notary Public

21 In and for the County of

22 My COWM SSI ON EXPI RES:
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